to each other of about 3300 ft. So the snow line surface is about parallel to the timber line surface.
(The inclination of both these surfaces is a little steeper than the inclination of the surfaces of the iso therms of the warmest month which rise in the same direc tion.)
There is a belt in the inner Himalayas and a large area in Eastern Tibet, in which the moist forest is reduced to the shaded slopes. But even on these shaded slopes, the lower timber line due to aridity finally reaches the upper timber line due to temperature conditions, when we pro ceed in direction to the dry interior, in which forest lacks Usually, the vertical zone between timber line and snow line is called the alpine zone. C. Troll (1959) proposes the term "subnival zone", which seems better. It is still impos sible until now to determine the lower margin of this sub nival zone in the dry regions of Inner Tibet, where no fo rest can grow even on shaded slopes. For really the verti cal zonation of the vegetation of shrubs and perennial and annual herbs and grasses of the dry interior of Tibet is very little known yet. The wild and the cultivated six rowed barley do not reach up as far as the lower border of the subnival zone; this border must also be higher in Western, Central and Southern Tibet, where the snow line surface culminates in a high dome, than the timber line at its culmination in Eastern Tibet. It may be situated near the isotherm of 8? C of the warmest month which seems to rise maximally to about 15 800 ft above sealevel (cf. fig. 5 ). This means that the vertical distance between the lower border of the subnival zone and the climatical snow line, the vertical dimension of the subnival zone, may be up to 5600 ft here instead of 3300 ft in areas above forests. This again shows that the highest dome of the snow line surface is mainly due to the scarcity of precipitation.
Along the margins towards the dry interior of the area with forests exposed to the North, the snow line is situat ed round the summer isotherms of + 5? and + 6? C. In the core of its dome it is situated round that of ? 1? C. North of the lake plateau of Central Tibet, temperature decreases northward (in the same level) even in summer, while there is but little change in humidity. Both the snow line and the lower border of the subnival zone show a con siderable slope in that direction (cf. fig. 5 
